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Eager fans, left, lined the fenoe at the Manitowoc County Airport Wednes- peared on stage Wednesday night with his wife, Dolores, at the Capitol Civic 
day afternoon waiting the arrival of comedian Bob Hope. Hope, shown arriv- Centre. The performance was the first of four such shows which will close- 
ing right, is in Manitowoc as part of a four-day charity benefit. Hope ap- out Saturday night. Herald Times Reporter photos by Ron Hoerth 


Hope comes to true ‘Tinsel. Town’ 


To hobnob with the Hope, on the 
road to Singapore, or as the case 
may be, a villa age a tad less exotic, 
Mishicot, would be every writer’s 
and shutterbug’ s dream. But if you 
were in Manitowoc Wednesday 
night, that once-in-a-lifetime chance 
could very well have been yours. 

Bob Hope had come to town, not 
exactly Tinsel Town’. Hollywood, 
albeit the home of National Tinsel 
And with him came the excitement 
of a’big-name personality. 


It was more akin to Bob Hope Day, 


no, make that Bob Hope Wee 
There were. hundreds of Hope-ful 


fans waiting at every corner, be it . 
upon his arrival at the airport. or the | : 
Capitol Civic Centre in downtown , 


Manitowoc. 
I have always ranked Ho ‘right 
up there. — and perhaps above —- 


comedians like Abbott and Costello, 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, and.~ 
even ‘newcomer’ Bill Cosby. Make: 
that crooner and movie cohort Bing” sigh 


Crosby, too. 


Hope I always thought of as good as: 
showman as Bing, and even more: - 
entertaining and appealing ‘to the “~ 
masses than tapper Fred. Astaire. |: 
Hope has been, through the ages 
(yes, ages he has. seen throughout j 


his 85 years) a vastly talented man 


who appeals to’. star-struck: au- ~ 
diences of every age. I wed love his ; 


movies,-and always will. 


Of course all that success oe to as 


with his varied talents.and standout 


personality, which launched him’ 

from radio to vaudeville before-he - 
two-stepped it to Broadway. From : 
there he easily found his way into’ ; 


motion pictures. 


‘Either way, the Great White 


“Paleface” Hope eventually at- 
tracted. mass appeal on another 
medium, that being ‘television. And 
- between his many appearances and 


“it his — 
bright ‘yellow socks? * 
» Hope entered the: ‘teception stroll: 4, 
.°-ing a bit slow, ‘likely conserving the =". 
“energy which he so amply displayed -; 

~ during the'show following, where he» 


; with ample i 


Don 
Scherrer 


own shows, he built up a following 
that to this day has given him a com- 
ic profile that even nose-it-all Nixon 
(remember poor Richard, a former 
president?) couldn’t come close to. 
Several lucky individuals, 
however, had an opportunity to 
come face to face with Hope here in- 


~Manitowoc last’ night, at a. bubbly. 
reception preceding his show on 
. center stage. Hope made his debut, . . 


however brief, during the reception 
amid .a clutter of champagne 


glasses, eager and royally attired”. 
:, fans‘and their dates and corporate: .. 
~ execs, and.a bothersome: television *.- 
. crew, hogging the conversation. | 
notwithstanding. ° 


"But there had. bat Hope: surpris-: , 


ingly ‘devoid of sallow or.-sunken .° 
-- features in his 85th year; He had a 
“healthy ~ glow. about - him: “Maybe 
laughter. has vanquished time and. 
creases from . an «ageless: face.’ 
:\ Maybe it was his white suit. Or was © 
for the night — trademark ey 


toed the stage to orchestrated tunes 
‘and mountainous merriment capped 
eerie = 


Under brie 
plied there wi 
a Lape ay © “ age, ; 

rhaps upstaging his fame." i 
PeThey’ ’re develo oping wonderful 
comedians,” he sai 

With the presidential election not: 


some 


: san 
‘did Igo wrong? 


“One 


uestioning, “Hope i im-: 
be yet even greater — 


‘ae far away, Hope highitehied his 
own political views. 
“Twas asked to run for president 


25 years ago,” he said. Asked why he . 


hasn’t of late he retorted, “The 
money’s nothing. And my wife would 
have to move to a smaller house.” 

Asked what lasting impressions he 
has made, he flashed his famous 
grin and rattled, “I think the IRS is 
going to remember me.” 

Hope kicked off the show with a 
quick trip through the past, saying 
how he started in radio and even- 
or got into films and on television 

I wind up in “Rishicok.’ Where 


~ An ‘ay Don’t" Have an : caning 
ning song helped kick the . 
~ show off and: got Hope on the road to - 
political satire: :'Vice . President . 
George: Bush’s choice . of Indiana _ . 
‘Sen. Dan Quayle as a running mate 
~in‘a bid for the presidency was. a ‘hot 
- item worth plenty of laughs... ris 
:“*Now | they know: : -where that 
George was. He was. hunting ” for 
Quayle,” 


Song” o 


"About the 41-year-old Quayle Hope 


“qui than at, ve. sel a _— scene t. 


“Po ities,” said ‘Ses 


grapes.” 


<= Hope: ‘also. “opined.” ‘on the: ‘now : 
3 history Ho. Rywood writers’ strike. - 

Kis the writers’ strike is.’ 
“over,” he said. “Now - t can ad. lib. 


“T'm gla 
‘Again. : 
Check us out before you buy! 
Carpeting - 400 Rolls In Stock 


Starting at $1.99 
en See 


a. ‘staunch a 
ti ‘Republican, “Ss, like s ow business. 
day you’re drinking the wine, 
the: ‘next day. you' re Pleking. the 


The star, shining in his fitted white 
suit and blaze yellow socks, noted he 
has a new makeup crew. 

“They’re the same people who 
vestared the Statute of mee. 

Quipping about youth and old age, 
the quintessential comedian said for. 
him it’s a time of many “Geritol. 
malts,’”’ and for a facelift, Phyllis. 
Diller, got Michael Jackson’s face. 
And seldom outdone, George Burns: 
signed for five years at Caesar’s: 
Palace — “with options.” : 


Even religion didn’t escape his 
humor. 

Speaking about his wife Dolores, 
an aging siren who warbled several 


' songs majestically while decked in a 


pare collage skirt and white lace 
louse, he noted with the Bob Hope 
twang, “She’s really Catholic. She 


: thinks Oral Roberts is a dentist and 


Norman Vincent Peale is a 


stripper.” 


Hope captivated an electrified au- 
_dience heavy. with ‘appreciation, 


. looking a bit leaner than his movie 


“days with Bing : and other stars. This 
- star, however, is looking forward to 
his golf dates at Fox Hills Resort. 

~_ “T still play golf,” he joked. “I just 
; aly get out of the cart, és 
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